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Working in the UK after Brexit 
Information for our EU workers 
 

 

 

Before you read this guidance…. 
 

Brexit arrangements are in a quickly developing phase and are subject to change. The 
guidance below is based on Government guidance available at the time the document was 
written. We want to give you as much information as possible to answer any general questions 
you may have at this time but we strongly encourage you to contact the Home Office with any 
detailed questions on your specific circumstances. 
 
 

What does Brexit mean for me? 
 

The UK is going to leave the EU (referred to as “Brexit”) and this means that the laws will 
change regarding your legal right to continue working here. You must get official confirmation 
from the UK Government so that you can stay in the UK and carry on working for us. This 
document explains the process for getting that confirmation.  
 
 

What do I need to do if I want to stay in the UK? 
 

We appreciate that you may not wish to carry on working in the UK, and we respect that this 
is completely your choice. However, if you wish to stay after 30th June 2021, then you must 
apply to the EU Settlement Scheme if you are an EU national or from Switzerland, Iceland, 
Liechtenstein and Norway. 
 
If your application is approved, you’ll get either “settled status” or “pre-settled status”.  
 
“Settled status” will be granted to those who have lived in the UK, the Channel Islands or the 
Isle of Man for at least 6 months in any 12 month period for 5 years in a row. You must have 
been living in the UK by 31st December 2020 (or the date the UK leaves the EU without a 
deal). 
 
“Pre-settled status” will be granted to those who have lived in the UK for fewer than 5 years at 
the time of application. If you get “pre-settled status”, it means you can stay in the UK for a 
further five years from that date. You must have been living in the UK by 31st December 2020 
(or the date the UK leaves the EU without a deal). 
 
Having settled or pre-settled status means you will be able to: 
 

 work in the UK; 

 use the NHS; 

 enrol in education or continue studying; 

 receive benefits and pensions subject to eligibility criteria; 

 travel in and out of the UK. 

 
When must I apply by? 

 

You can apply now and you will have until 30th June 2021 to make an application provided 
that a deal is agreed between the UK and the EU. If no deal is agreed, you will have to apply 



  v6 April 2019 

by 31st December 2020. Whichever date it is, we wouldn’t advise that you leave it until the last 
minute. 
 
 

How do I apply? 
 

You can apply in the following ways: 
 

 Online, using your own computer or you can go to a library;  

 Via a smart phone app. 
 
 

What will I need to provide in my application? 
 
You will need: 
 

 Proof of identity (passport or national identity card) including a recent digital 
photograph of yourself; 

 Proof of continuous residence. Your National Insurance number will allow an 
automated check to be done. If there is not enough data to confirm your residency, you 
may need to provide documents; 

 Information on criminal convictions. The Government has confirmed that only serious 
or persistent criminality will affect an application. 

 
 

How much will it cost? 
 
Applications made from 30th March 2019 are free. 
 
Applications made before that date carried a fee of £65 for adults and £32.50 for children 
under the age of 16. This fee will be refunded automatically. 
 
 

If my application is approved, what confirmation will I receive? 
 

If your application is successful, the Home Office will email you a link to an online service that 
you can use to view and prove your status. If you are from outside the EU and do not already 
have a biometric residence card, you will get a physical document as confirmation. 
 

 
What if my application is refused? 

 

You will be able apply for an administrative review; this will cost £80 but the fee will be 
reimbursed in some circumstances. If the final decision is to refuse your application, we will 
no longer be able to employ you. If you do ask for an administrative review, we ask that you 
show us evidence of this. 
 
 

What about my family? 
 

All of your close family members who currently live in the UK or are overseas are also eligible 
to apply for the scheme. This includes: 
 

 Spouses;  



  v6 April 2019 

 Civil partners; 

 Unmarried partners; 

 Children, grandchildren or great-grandchildren under 21 years old; 

 Dependent children over the age of 21; 

 Dependent parents, grandparents or great-grandparents; 

 Dependent relatives. 
 

You can make the application for your child if they are under 16.  
 
 

Who doesn’t need to apply? 
 

You don’t need to apply if: 
 

 You are a British or Irish citizen (you can apply if you wish but are not required to); 

 You have indefinite leave to enter or remain in the UK. However, settled status offers 
better rights and can be exchanged for indefinite leave free of charge if you prefer; 

 You are a frontier worker (someone who works in the UK but does not live here). 
 
If you have a valid UK permanent residence document, you must apply to the EU Settlement 
Scheme (but you will not need to prove 5 years’ residency) or apply for citizenship. 
 
 

Providing evidence of your status 
 

You will need to show us that you have obtained the required status in order to be legally 
allowed to work in the UK after 30th June 2021. We will begin a process of asking you to 
provide this evidence at the appropriate time and it is likely this will be done by you giving us 
access to your online status profile, though this is still subject to confirmation. Unfortunately, 
if you are not able to show us that you have the appropriate status, or have made an 
application, we will no longer be able to employ you. Therefore, we strongly encourage you to 
make an application when the time comes so that you are able to provide evidence of your 
continued right to work in the UK. 
 
 

Important date reminder 
 

30th March 2019  Online system to apply for settled or pre-settled status will be fully open 
31st October 2019  UK is set to leave the EU on this date unless a deal can be agreed 

earlier 
31st December 2020  If there is no deal, applications to the Scheme must be made by this 

date 
30th June 2021  If there is a deal, applications to the Scheme must be made by this date 
 


